First and Second Corinthians

Sin in the Church
Lesson #4 for July 25, 2026

Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 6:1-13,19-7:9; 2 Corinthians 2:5-10; 1 Thessalonians
4:1-8.

1. Is there sin in the church? In your church? In my church? What is sin? Is sin
transgressing the law? (See 1 John 3:4, KJV.*) Which law? Is sin lawlessness? (See
1 John 3:4, NKJV.*) Is sin even an attitude such as covetousness? (See Exodus
20:17.) Or, rebellion? Or, rebelliousness? Sin is everywhere!

2. Is the Bible a guidebook of things to be done? Or, of sins to be shunned?

[From the Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide=BSG:] Throughout
Christian history, theologians, pastors, and laypeople have studied the
New Testament in order to determine what the church should look like.
We marvel, for instance, at the church of Acts. But we quickly lose sight of
one significant element: people have problems. It seems that we can also
read the New Testament to see what the Bible says about what a
church should not look like. Paul’s letters to the Corinthians are a good
starting point.—BSG* for Sunday, July 19.7* [Underlining of text is added.]*

3. As a kind of preamble for 1 Corinthians 5-6, we need to understand Paul’'s comments in
1 Corinthians 3&4. Without going into a lot of detail, it is clear that he realized that even
though converts had become a part of the community of the church, they were
acting as if they were still worldlings.

Issues in the Church: Sexual Immorality (Porneia)

[BSG:] After an appeal against factionalism (1 Corinthians 1—4), Paul now
turns to issues related to sexual immorality, ... prostitution, marriage,
and singleness (7 Corinthians 5-7). The standards of the world affected
them extensively. The factionalism portrayed in 1 Corinthians 1-4 opened
the door for the moral behavior denounced in the ensuing chapters. How
does Paul seek to address this sin in the church, and what lessons can we
take from what he wrote?—BSG* for Sabbath Afternoon, July 18.7# [How
did the squabbles between groups in the church lead to immoral
behavior or at least the accusation of it from other groups?J* [It seems
that almost everyone is ready to point out other peoples’ sins!]*

[From the Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide=T-BSG:] The
biblical concept of marriage is based on Creation theology and should
offer the foundation for our reflection on the topic. The incestuous practice
referenced in 1 Corinthians 5:1 and the lack of critical reflection on the issue
by the Corinthian church community remind us of the reality of the Knowing-
Doing Gap within the church.—T-BSG* 52.1*

4. Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-13. What scandalous situation did Paul describe in this
passage? Why is it so disturbing? People had brought news from Corinth to Paul!

1 Corinthians 5:1: Now, it is actually being said that there is sexual immorality
among you so terrible that not even the heathen would be guilty of it. | am
told that a man is sleeping with his stepmother!'—American Bible
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Society. (©1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation®* [GNT]
(Today’s English Version) [TEV], Second Edition (1 Corinthians 5:1).
Philadelphia: American Bible Society [abbreviated as Good News Bible-
TEV* or GNB-TEV*].™* [That kind of behavior was common in Corinth!]*

5. That is what Reuben did with Bilhah, Jacob’s concubine, as recorded in Genesis 35:22.

Genesis 35:22: While Jacob was living in that land, Reuben had sexual
intercourse with Bilhah, one of his father’s concubines; Jacob heard
about it and was furious.—Good News Bible-TEV.*t

[BSG:] The expression “his father’s wife” (1 Cor. 5:1 [NIV*]) suggests that
Paul refers to the incestuous relationship between a man and his
stepmother [as GNB-TEV* says]. This situation was probably reported “by
those of Chloe’s household” (1 Cor. 1:11, NKJV). Incest was reputed as
such a terrible sin that it was “not tolerated even among pagans” (7 Cor.
5:1, ESV). And yet, it is now happening in an early Christian church? Paul’'s
words in 1 Corinthians 5:1, 2 show that he is in shock at the report that a
church member was doing this.—BSG* for Sunday, July 19.1#§

[T-BSG:] There are few sins that generate more discussions among the
faithful than sins associated with sexuality....

The sexual ethics of Judaism and of the early church were based on
Scripture: a heterosexual relationship in the context of marriage,
rooted in Creation theology. Clearly, the citizens of Corinth had a much
more lax understanding of sexual ethics....—T-BSG* 54.7*

[BSG:] We don’t have an explanation for why the church in Corinth was so
tolerant of the incestuous man. Perhaps he was a wealthy member from
whom the church benefited? Or, maybe, because “all things are lawful” (1
Cor. 6:12), they didn’t deem it the way that they should have. We just don’t
know.—BSG* for Sunday, July 19.3§

[BSG:] However, this bad situation gets worse. Paul is more stunned when
realizing that, rather than feeling sorry about the situation, the Corinthians
were even proud of themselves for tolerating such a sin (1 Cor. 5:1, 2,
NIV). Thus, he intends to correct not only the immoral man but also the
church for its apparent dissonance between faith and practice. In fact, Paul
makes it clear constantly that the church’s indulgent attitude toward the
incestuous man demanded a correction. But being proud of such a sexual
scandal, and even boasting of it (1 Cor. 5:2, 6)! This was too much for Paul
to bear. What was wrong with these people?—BSG* for Sunday, July 19.1#§
[How are we to hate sin, and yet, love the sinner at the same time?]*
[BSG:] Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8. What does this passage say about the
connection between sanctification and abstinence from sexual
immorality?—BSG* for Wednesday, July 22.%

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8: 'Finally,... 3God wants you to be holy and completely free
from sexual immorality....—Good News Bible-TEV.*
[BSG:] Some in Corinth apparently believed that since the gospel set
them free, they were allowed to do anything. They argued that just as
the stomach was made for food, the body was made for sex, and sex for
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the body (7 Cor. 6:13). Paul responds that this is a misrepresentation of
Christian freedom. The lack of integrity in sexual matters is inconsistent
with Christian identity and is a misuse of the freedom granted to man
through the gospel (Rom. 8:2, Gal. 5:13). We were set free from sin, not
set “free” to commit it (Rom. 8:2; Rom. 6:18, 22). In fact, “the body is . . .
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body” (1 Cor. 6:13). We belong to Christ
(1 Cor. 6:15), and who we are must impact what we do. One thing is
inextricably linked to the other.—BSG* for Wednesday, July 22.18

1 Corinthians 6:12-20: '2Someone will say, “I am allowed to do anything.” Yes;
but not everything is good for you. | could say that | am allowed to do
anything, but | am not going to let anything make me its slave. '*Someone
else will say, “Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food.” Yes;
but God will put an end to both. The body is not to be used for sexual
immorality, but to serve the Lord; and the Lord provides for the body.
14God raised the Lord from death, and he will also raise us by his power.

SYou know that your bodies are parts of the body of Christ. Shall | take a
part of Christ’s body and make it part of the body of a prostitute? Impossible!
80r perhaps you don’t know that the man who joins his body to a
prostitute becomes physically one with her? The scripture says quite plainly,
“The two will become one body.” "But he who joins himself to the Lord
becomes spiritually one with him. [How many prostitutes became prominent
in the Bible? For example, Rahab and Tamar became ancestors of Jesus!]

18Avoid immorality. Any other sin a man commits does not affect his body;
but the man who is guilty of sexual immorality sins against his own body.
Don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives
in you and who was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourselves
but to God; ?°he bought you for a price. So use your bodies for God’s
glory.—Good News Bible-TEV.*1%

[BSG:] We are members of Christ (1 Cor. 6:15). This means that we must
be united with Christ (1 Cor. 6:17). Sexual immorality is a violation of that
union (1 Cor. 6:13, 15). Whoever joins with a person in extramarital sexual
intercourse becomes “one body” with him or her (1 Cor. 6:16). Union with
Christ through the Spirit must determine Christian ethics in sexual
matters.—BSG* for Wednesday, July 22.3§

How do you feel about Paul's recommendations for dealing with this man who was
committing sexual sin? Was it expulsion? Or, was it restoration?

1 Corinthians 5:5: You are to hand this man over to Satan for his body to be
destroyed, so that his spirit may be saved in the Day of the Lord.—Good
News Bible-TEV.* [Do we need to be doing that in our day?]*

[T-BSG:] In his letter, Paul calls the church to take swift action. The
members were to “deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord” (1 Cor. 5:5, ESV).—
T-BSG* 55.%8 [What about other “popular” sins like pride? See Steps to
Christ 30.1: https://egwwritings.org/read?panels=p108.110&index=0J*

Paul made it very clear that the church should not harbor or associate with such people
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if they claimed to be church members! Do not even sit down to eat with such a person!
Was Paul trying to protect the church’s reputation? The situation was different for
community members or those who converted and were willing to change their behavior.

8. Clearly, Paul did not want church members associating with immoral people of any group.

[BSG:] Paul makes it clear in 1 Corinthians 5 that sexual scandals require
church discipline. He says that the incestuous man should be removed (1
Cor. 5:2), judged (1 Cor. 5:3), delivered to Satan (7 Cor. 5:5), and “ ‘put
away’ ” (1 Cor. 5:13, NKJV). The church members were told “not to
associate with” him (1 Cor. 5:9, 11, ESV), nor “even to eat with such a one”
(1 Cor. 5:11, ESV). Paul employs strong language that may sound offensive
to modern ears, but his words must be understood in their historical context.
Also, one must remember that he is dealing with a flagrant, sinful
lifestyle [of one who claimed to be a church member]. Usually, in extreme
situations, strong language is necessary. In any case, a brief explanation of
some expressions is helpful. [How was this bad behavior discovered?]

“Let him . .. be removed from among you” (1 Cor. 5:2, ESV; also 1 Cor.
5:13). This refers to church discipline. [Have we had to do that ever?]

“Deliver this man to Satan” (1 Cor. 5:5, ESV). Because this man did not
choose to be under the protection of God by living in obedience to Him, he
would be vulnerable to Satan. So, this expression can merely mean
something like “Let him reap the fruit of his decisions.”

“Not to associate” (1 Cor. 5:9, 11, NASB), “not even to eat with such a
one” (1 Cor. 5:11, RSV). Close association with sexually immoral people
was considered dangerous because they might influence others to imitate
their conduct. In ancient times, sharing a meal could mean sharing
values, as well. We are all susceptible to the influences that are around us,
and we need to protect ourselves the best we can, especially in dealing with
something like this.

“That his spirit may be saved” (7 Cor. 5:5, NASB). Church discipline is
[supposed to be] rehabilitative. It intends to bring sinners back to their
senses and cause them to abandon their sinful lifestyles. This is possibly
what Paul meant by “destruction of the flesh” (7 Cor. 5:5). It is possible, too,
that the incestuous man in 1 Corinthians 5 is the repentant man referred to
later (see 2 Cor. 2:5-10). Church discipline reaches its purpose when
the erring member is reintegrated into church fellowship.—BSG* for
Monday, July 20.7#§ [Can we love them back into the church?]*

9. How do you understand Paul’s expressions?

[T-BSG:] This ecclesiastic decision should be understood in a
redemptive context, similar to Jesus’ statement in Matthew 18:17 when
discussing conflict in the church and separation between the church and an
erring member who is to become to the church “as a Gentile and a tax
collector” (ESV).—T-BSG* 55.1§

Matthew 18:17: “And if he will not listen to them, then tell the whole thing to the
church. Finally, if he will not listen to the church, treat him as though he were
a pagan or a tax collector.”—Good News Bible-TEV.*
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[T-BSG:] Such action was to be taken in order that the erring member might
become the object of loving care and kind concern of the church. Then the
church would be able to demonstrate that love by inviting him to repent and
to become part of God’s kingdom again.—T-BSG* 55.%

[BSG:] Paul’'s affirmation that the body “is the temple of the Holy Spirit” (1
Cor. 6:19, NKJV) occurs in the context of a warning against sexual
immorality. Being a temple of the Spirit is the only means to live a holy life.
The church is a Christian community that distinguishes itself from the
surrounding environment. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit that makes it
possible.—BSG* for Thursday, July 233§

10. Paul was not the first of God’s spokespersons to speak very strongly about immoral
sexual behavior. Remember the words of Moses in the wilderness!

Deuteronomy 22:22-24: 2 “If a man is caught having intercourse with another
man’s wife, both of them are to be put to death. In this way you will get rid
of this evil.

23 “Suppose a man is caught in a town having intercourse with a woman
who is engaged to someone else. ?*You are to take them outside the town
and stone them to death. She is to die because she did not cry out for help,
although she was in a town, where she could have been heard. And the
man is to die because he had intercourse with a woman who was engaged.
In this way you will get rid of this evil.”—Good News Bible-TEV.*

[BSG:] Dealing with matters of sexuality is always hard. It was hard for Paul,
and it is for us, too. In these situations, we must be faithful to the Scriptures
and address the issue with prayer and love. We must never forget that
our goal is restoration.—BSG* for Monday, July 20.7#

[T-BSG:] The Knowing-Doing Gap is often a reflection of human frailty and
sinfulness. Paul describes this condition well in Romans 7:19: “For | do not
do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | keep on doing” (ESV).
Most of us would agree with Paul's observation at some point in our lives.
Somehow, the good that we are convinced about, or have even committed
to do, is sometimes not what we choose to do. New Testament scholars
have discussed the identity of the “I” in the passage in Romans 7 and have
offered a number of suggestions. Neither of these interpretations will
diminish or change the basic reality of the Knowing-Doing Gap in the life of
the followers of Jesus. The law of God, so prevalent in Romans 7, is not
sufficient to save us from ourselves and from our sin. We truly need a
Saviorl—T-BSG* 53-54 .18

[T-BSG:] What we really need is a transformation of heart that can be
effectuated only by the Spirit of God. Paul affirms this reality in the
powerful words of Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus” (ESV). When we are “in Christ Jesus” we
will be safe, and transformation can begin. Overcoming this Knowing-Doing
Gap requires commitment and an openness to change, for change—
especially mental change and cognitive behavioral change—requires new
patterns, and lots of practice. —T-BSG* 54.T3§
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[T-BSG:] Tension and conflict in the church are not easy issues to resolve.
The texts dealing with the issue of sexual immorality and how the church
should resolve this problem offer the modern reader important strategies for
resolving sin, tension, and conflict in our faith communities. Consider ... the
following questions:

What would you tell a friend who tells you that he struggles with doing the
right thing—even though he knows what he should do?...

Does the Knowing-Doing Gap have anything to do with righteousness by
works? If so, why? If not, why not?...

Why is it so difficult to offer forgiveness to those struggling with sexual sins?
What would be the best strategy to help those struggling with sexual sins?—
T-BSG* 55-56.%

11. We must avoid rationalizing sin. Is there any way to prevent sexual immorality?

[BSG:] Our bodies are “temples of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20, NIV).
The only way to live a holy life with integrity in sexual matters is by having
an intimate relationship with Christ through the Holy Spirit. Elsewhere, Paul
refers to the experience of being a temple of the Spirit in terms of
presenting the body “as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God”
(Rom. 12:1, ESV).

Think about the wreckage that sexual sins have brought upon
humanity. What should this tell us about how serious this issue
should be for the Christian?—BSG* for Wednesday, July 22.7#§

More Issues in the Church: Marriage & Singleness

[T-BSG:] Marriage in Greco-Roman society was marked by the authority of
the head of the household (usually the husband) in relation to his wife.
Extended households, including several generations of family members and
employees and slaves, were common.—T-BSG* 53.*

12. Often, in that culture, the father maintained authority over his daughter even after her
marriage. Only “free citizens” could legally marry; thus, slaves were not officially married.

[T-BSG:] Jewish marriage had much in common with marriage in the Greco-
Roman world. The payment of a dowry was important; marriages were
usually arranged by families and created a network of extended
households. Paul’s view of marriage reflects his Jewish background, even
though he was not married himself.—T-BSG* 53.* [Many scholars think that
Paul had been married earlier in his life since members of the Sanhedrin
were to be at least 30-years-old and married, and Paul had been a member
of that body. However, it is not possible to know for sure whether Paul had
been married or not. Paul’'s sister was married and had a son who helped
foil a plot by the Jewish leaders to kill Paul. (See Acts 23:16.)]*

[BSG:] When reading 1 Corinthians 7, we must remember that Paul is
responding to specific questions related to issues in the church of Corinth.
Otherwise, some statements could lead to the impression that he has a low
view of marriage, which is not the case (1 Tim. 4:1-3, 1 Tim. 5:14; also Heb.
13:4).—BSG* for Thursday, July 23.38
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[BSG:] Remarkably, the command “flee from sexual immorality” in 1
Corinthians 6:18 (ESV) is bracketed by the idea of joining Christ (1 Cor.
6:17) and being a temple of the Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). Is there a better way of
fleeing from sexual immorality? Of course not.

Also, God created sex, but it is to be enjoyed in marriage alone. Sex is a
privilege of those in a male and female marriage, the only kind sanctioned
in the Bible.

When saying “flee from sexual immorality,” Paul may have in mind the story
of Joseph (Gen. 39:6—18 [See below.]). The Bible says that before the
lustful advances of Potiphar’s wife, Joseph “fled out of the house”
(Gen. 39:18, ESV). This is mentioned no fewer than four times in Genesis
39:6—-18. The Bible doesn’t say it directly, but it is implied that Joseph waited
to have sex only in marriage (Gen. 41:45). He was a man filled with the Holy
Spirit (Gen. 41:38) and wanted to do what was right before God’s eyes.—
BSG* for Thursday, July 23.7#§

Genesis 39:6-18: ®Potiphar turned over everything he had to the care of
Joseph and did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.

Joseph was well-built and good-looking, “and after a while his master’s
wife began to desire Joseph and asked him to go to bed with her. 8He
refused and said to her, “Look, my master does not have to concern himself
with anything in the house, because | am here. He has put me in charge of
everything he has. °I have as much authority in this house as he has, and
he has not kept back anything from me except you. How then could | do
such an immoral thing and sin against God?” '°Although she asked
Joseph day after day, he would not go to bed with her.

"But one day when Joseph went into the house to do his work, none of the
house servants was there. 2She caught him by his robe and said, “Come
to bed with me.” But he escaped and ran outside, leaving his robe in her
hand. *When she saw that he had left his robe and had run out of the
house, '“she called to her house servants and said, “Look at this! This
Hebrew that my husband brought to the house is insulting us. He came into
my room and tried to rape me, but | screamed as loud as | could. ""When
he heard me scream, he ran outside, leaving his robe beside me.”

16She kept his robe with her until Joseph’s master came home. '"Then she
told him the same story: “That Hebrew slave that you brought here came
into my room and insulted me. '®But when | screamed, he ran outside,
leaving his robe beside me.”—Good News Bible-TEV.*1

[From the writings of Ellen G. White=EGW:] Joseph’s firm adherence to
right brought him into a trying position. He lost his situation, his
reputation, and his liberty. Crime and falsehood for a time seemed to
triumph, while innocence and virtue suffered. Had Potiphar fully
believed the charges of his wife, Joseph would have lost his life. But his
past conduct, his modesty and firm integrity, were convincing proof of his
innocence; and yet, to save the reputation of his master’'s house, Joseph
was sacrificed, while the sinful wife was exalted in the estimation of her
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friends as if a model of virtue.—Ellen G. White, The Signs of the Times,*
January 8, 1880, Article A, par. 6.1%* [Contrast David’s behavior with
Bathsheba.]* [Underlining of text is added for emphasis.]*
[https://eqwwritings.org/read?panels=p820.2032&index=0]*
13. So, of course, the question which should arise is: How can we as a church protect
ourselves from these aberrant views of sexuality that dominate our culture?

[BSG:] Interestingly, in the catalog of vices in 1 Corinthians 5:10, 11 and 1
Corinthians 6:9, 10, idolatry and drunkenness are listed along with sexual
immorality. As Paul recalls in 1 Corinthians 10:7 (compare with Exod. 32:1—
6), idolatrous festivals were usually marked with excessive eating and
drinking, which opened the door for sexual immorality (7 Cor. 10:8).—
BSG* for Friday, July 24 .18

[EGW:] It is impossible for any to enjoy the blessing of sanctification while
they are selfish and gluttonous. Many groan under a burden of infirmities
because of wrong habits of eating and drinking, which do violence to the
laws of life and health....—Ellen G. White, The Sanctified Life* 25.2-26.0.%
[https://egwwritings.org/read?panels=p138.104&index=01*

[EGW:] When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out
of the soul, the vacuum is supplied by the inflowing of the Spirit of
Christ....—Ellen G. White, The Home Missionary,* November 1, 1893, Art.
A, par. 12.* [https://egwwritings.org/read?panels=p512.243&index=0]*

[EGW:] God is seeking to exalt us to His high, pure, heavenly standard. For
this purpose His Spirit is constantly striving with us. The corruptions of the
world and all unholy influences will be working through the masterly
energies of Satan to drag men down to their level, blinding their sensibilities,
degrading their desires, enfeebling the conscience, and in every way
making their religious faculties weak and inefficient. Our natural
tendencies, unless corrected by the Holy Spirit of God, have in them
the seeds of moral death. The flesh with all its promptings lusteth against
the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh. If the higher, holier attributes are
not cultivated, if we allow ourselves to deceive, to prevaricate [be
ambiguous], there is a false tongue that needs to be treated with the hot
“coals of juniper.” [Psalm 120:4.]—Ellen White, Manuscript 12, 1888,* par.
7.7 [https://egwwritings.org/read ?panels=p14055.4506012&index=01*

[BSG:] Marriage is from God (Gen. 1:27, 28; Gen. 2:18-24) and must be
honored (Heb. 13:4). In a time when many consider it old-fashioned, how
can we show the world that marriage is really a gift from God, directly from
Eden itself?—BSG* for Friday, July 24.38 [Read Genesis 1:27-28; 2:18-24.]*

14. Should Christians who are committed to the idea of becoming more like Jesus and
going to heaven soon with Him be able to resist these terrible temptations?

Resolving Conflicts in the Church—Protecting the Church’s Reputation

15. Paul had another concern that he was very worried about: Members of the church were
taking each other to court in front of pagan judges to settle disputes!

[BSG:] In 1 Corinthians 6:1-11, Paul continues his discussion on how
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Christians should approach issues involving people in the church.—BSG*
for Tuesday, July 21.%

1 Corinthians 6:1-11: 'If any of you have a dispute with another Christian, how
dare you go before heathen judges instead of letting God’s people settle the
matter? ?Don’t you know that God’s people will judge the world? Well,
then, if you are to judge the world, aren’t you capable of judging small
matters? 3Do you not know that we shall judge the angels? How much
more, then, the things of this life! #If such matters come up, are you going
to take them to be settled by people who have no standing in the church?
SShame on you! Surely there is at least one wise person in your fellowship
who can settle a dispute between fellow Christians. éInstead, one Christian
goes to court against another and lets unbelievers judge the case!

"The very fact that you have legal disputes among yourselves shows that
you have failed completely. Would it not be better for you to be wronged?
Would it not be better for you to be robbed? éInstead, you yourselves wrong
one another and rob one another, even other believers! °Surely you know
that the wicked will not possess God’s Kingdom. Do not fool yourselves;
people who are immoral or who worship idols or are adulterers or
homosexual perverts %or who steal or are greedy or are drunkards or who
slander others or are thieves—none of these will possess God'’s Kingdom.
"Some of you were like that. But you have been purified from sin; you have
been dedicated to God; you have been put right with God by the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.—Good News Bible-TEV.**

[BSG:] Many believers in Corinth manifested a desire to gain cultural
approval. Why is that so dangerous to Christian identity? What can we
do to prevent ourselves from making the same mistake?

Paul’s rhetorical question “Do you not know that your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit?” (1 Cor. 6:19, NKJV) closes a series of seven
questions in 1 Corinthians 5-6 introduced by the formula “Do you not
know?” (1 Cor. 5:6; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3, 9, 15, 16, 19 [in the NKJV*] [See just
above and Item #5 above]). All of them demand an affirmative and
emphatic answer—something like “Of course you do.” How do these
questions help us understand Paul’s concerns about the church? Why
should we, too, be concerned about these issues today?—BSG* for
Friday, July 24.38 [Aren’t these sins just as bad today?J*

[T-BSG:] Church Conflict Resolution: Paul’'s concern for the members of the
Corinthian church also involved the way the church resolved tensions and
conflicts between themselves. The fact that church members took other
members to an official court was utterly impossible for Paul to understand
(see 1 Cor. 6:1-8 [See ltem #15 just above.]). This problem highlights the
many internal conflicts and disputes the church seems to have had
and the members’ lack of wisdom and godly judgment in resolving these
conflicts and disputes within the “body.”—T-BSG* 55.138

[T-BSG:] The church as a united body repeats and echoes Paul’s earlier
concerns about factions and unity (1 Corinthians 3 and 4). Paul’s insistence
on resolving tensions and issues internally seems to have its precedent in
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the Old Testament and in Jewish tradition. This precedent is rooted in the
belief that God Himself was the Judge of His people (compare with 1
Sam. 24:15, Ps. 50:6, Ps. 75:7, Isa. 33:22, efc.) and of all the earth (Gen.
18:25).—T-BSG* 55.118

[BSG:] Read 1 Corinthians 5:3, 12, 13 and 1 Corinthians 6:1-13. What is
Paul trying to teach the Corinthians and us?... [We do not know exactly what
the matters were that caused Christians to take fellow Christians to court.]

The Greek word pragma in 1 Corinthians 6:1, translated as “matter” in the
New King James Version [sic], is a generic term meaning “thing.” Here, it
refers to a legal matter. It is important to remember that 1 Corinthians 6:1—
11 [See just above.] does not refer to a criminal case. The authority of
civil courts for criminal matters is affirmed in Romans 13:1-5. Paul
addresses a case of litigation right after a case of sexual immorality, just as
Moses did in Deuteronomy 22:22—-24. This demonstrates how much Paul’s
manner of dealing with problems in the church is based upon the
Scriptures.—BSG* for Tuesday, July 21.7#8

[BSG:] The fact that the case in 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 is bracketed by
passages that deal with sexual immorality (7 Corinthians 5, 1 Cor. 6:12—-20)
may suggest that the “matter” in 1 Corinthians 6:1 regards sexual
immorality, too. We don’t know for sure what the case is, whether a minor
civil issue, such as a property dispute, or a sexual problem.

Whatever the pragma ultimately was, Paul was not happy to see church
members taking it to a civil court. Could not they, as Christian brothers and
sisters, have worked it out among themselves, rather than bring the issue
before “the unrighteous” (1 Cor. 6:1, NKJV)?

It is also possible, as some suppose, that the litigants of 1 Corinthians 6:1
are the father and the son of 1 Corinthians 5:1. In any case, it is
unnecessary to understand the issue to understand the point. Paul cared
about the church’s identity as a Christian community as seen by
outsiders. Christians should not air dirty laundry in public (7 Cor. 6:6).
Neither should they use secular means for judging inside matters. In
the Roman world, individuals of a higher rank of wealth or political function
tended to be favored in a court. Conversely, Christians must perform a
Christlike judgment and distinguish themselves from secular standards.—
BSG* for Tuesday, July 21.13§

16. Paul had a list of sins that he needed to warn the church about. See 1 Corinthians 5:10-
11 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. We should also consider Romans 1:18-32.

[T-BSG:] Conflict resolution among church members should be done within
the church and not through the secular legal courts. Resolving conflict within
the church offers the opportunity for redemptive justice and underlines the
conviction that the church, the body of Christ, is capable of resolving even
challenging issues.—T-BSG* 52.*
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