Redemption in Romans

Expounding the Faith
Lesson #6 for August 7, 2010

Scriptures: Romans 5

First of all, we must note carefully that Romans 5 begins with the word, “Therefore. ...” Paul
was assuming that we have correctly understood Romans 1-4 before we proceed to look at
Romans 5. So, let us review briefly. In Romans 1, we see that Paul discussed the condition
of the pagans of Rome before they came to Christ. Would you ever trust such a person?
Thenin Romans 2, he discussed the Jews who were critical of the Gentiles who had become
Christians. They felt themselves so superior, and they were so judgmental. God declared
that they were just as guilty as, even perhaps more so, than the heathen Romans!

In Romans 3-8, we will discover that God explained how He “sets us right” if we are willing
to listen and trust Him. But, we find that both the Gentiles and the Jews were worshiping
false “gods.” Each group had created their own “god.” Are we worshiping a false god? What
is our god?

No outward shrines may be visible, there may be no image for the eye to rest
upon, yet we may be practicing idolatry. It [174] is as easy to make an idol
of cherished ideas or objects as to fashion gods of wood or stone.
Thousands have a false conception of God and His attributes. They are
as verily serving a false god as were the servants of Baal. Are we
worshiping the true God as He is revealed in His word, in Christ, in nature, or
are we adoring some philosophical idol enshrined in His place? (56T 173,174)

No outward shrine may be visible; there may be no image for the eye to rest
upon; yet thousands are following after the gods of this world-after riches,
fame, pleasure, and the pleasing fables that permit man to follow the
inclinations of the unregenerate heart. Multitude have a wrong conception
of God and His attributes, and are as truly serving a false god as were
the worshipers of Baal. Many even of those who claim to be Christians have
allied themselves with influences that are unalterably opposed to God and
[178] His truth. Thus they are led to turn away from the divine and to exalt the
human. {Prophets and Kings 177.1-178.0}

How can we make certain that we have a true and correct picture of God? (Isaiah 40-55) The
true God can create out of nothing. The true God can predict the future farin advance. Could
we be deceived by Satan’s picture? Do we believe that Jesus Christ fully, completely, and
accurately represented God’s character and government, or do we believe that God is, in
fact, arbitrary, exacting, vengeful, unforgiving, and severe as Satan has claimed? It would
be foolish to trust in a “god” like that! But, how can we trust our God unless we get to know
Him well and make sure that He is trustworthy?

The ancient Egyptians chose to reject the true God and, instead, worshiped flies, lice, frogs,
the River Nile, the sun, etc. (See Romans 1:21-23) Why did they do that? They believed
those things had great reproductive powers. Could we make a similar mistake? What kind
of powers do we worship? Our bank account? Our home? Our car?

If we are honest, each one of us will have to recognize that the God we worship is, in fact,
a mental construct that we have put together from our previous life experiences. Carefully
evaluate your own picture of God. Does He ever appear arbitrary, exacting, vengeful,
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unforgiving, or severe?

From the beginning it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget
God, that he might secure them to himself. Hence he has sought to
misrepresent the character of God, to lead men to cherish a false conception
of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as clothed with the
attributes of the prince of evil himself,—as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving,—
that He might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men. Satan hoped to so
confuse the minds of those whom he had deceived that they would put God
out of their knowledge. Then he would obliterate the divine image in man and
impress his own likeness upon the soul; he would imbue men with his own
spirit and make them captives according to his will. {6§T 738.1}

How can we make sure that our picture of God is correct?

Look at Paul himself. Before the experience on the Damascus Road as described in Acts 9,
Paul believed that he was faithfully serving God. After that experience, his life was totally
transformed. Had he changed his day of worship? His diet? His Bible? His clothing? No! The
only thing that Paul had changed was his picture of God! Should we do that? Where should
we get the correct picture of God? It must come from a careful study of the Scriptures.

Review the experience of Elijah as described in 1 Kings 18 and 19. He was a man
acquainted with Sinai techniques! He saw fire come down out of the sky and consume his
sacrifice. The true God responded to Elijah’s prayer. Baal could not do anything. But, Elijah
ran for his life and wanted to die when threatened by the pagan queen, Jezebel. Reaching
Mount Sinai, he experienced the wind, earthquake, and fire that he formerly believed were
the hallmarks of his God. But then God spoke to him in the quietest possible whisper. As a
result of that experience, it was not long before Elijah was ready to ascend in a fiery chariot
to the kingdom of heaven. Did the other Israelites get the correct picture? This requires time
and study! We must get the picture of God that is portrayed in all of Scripture.

So, what have we learned about God in Romans 1-4 so far? Do we believe that Jesus Christ
was fully God? Did Christ correctly represent the Father? Do we believe that the Father-if
He had come instead of the Son—would have acted exactly as His Son did?

Had God the Father come to our world and dweltamong us, humbling Himself,
veiling His glory, that humanity might look upon Him, the history that we have
of the life of Christ would not have been changed. . . . In every act of Jesus,
in every lesson of His instruction, we are to see and hear and recognize God.
In sight, in hearing, in effect, it is the voice and movements of the Father.
{TMK 338.4}

What does the death of Jesus teach us about God? How did that death demonstrate God’s
own righteousness? Was He telling us the truth when He said that sin leads to death?
(Genesis 2:17) Or was it primarily to “pay the price for sin”? (Romans 3:25,26)

Then, in Romans 4, Paul turned to the quintessential example of faith for the Jewish people,
Abraham. Although failing in several tests in his earlier years, as time went on, he showed
himself to be God’s wonderful friend. (2 Chronicles 20:7; Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23) He was
even jealous for God’s reputation. (Genesis 18, 22; PP 154,155) Are we correctly defending
God’s reputation?

Read Romans 5:1. “Therefore... letus continue at peace with God....” (NEB) Does that peace
come through a legal transaction whereby the righteousness of Christis imputed to us? Or,
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does that peace come because we know God and we are beginning to understand all that
He can do and has done for us?

So, how did sin come into our world? How did or how does the sin of Eve and Adam affect
you living in the 21% century? What is “original sin”? We do not have the privilege of living
in the Garden of Eden. And what does it mean to be justified by His blood? The majority of
Christians in our day who take Romans 5 seriously believe that God performs a legal
exchange. The sins that we have committed are legally transferred to Jesus, and His
righteousness is legally transferred to us. God then considers us righteous. Is such an
exchange truly legal? Is it even possible to transfer sins? How does God get us to trust Him
again? Do the troubles, the endurance, and the character that are spoken of in Romans 5:2-
5 sound like something that is imputed? Or are those real experiences?

Read Romans 5:6-11. In what sense do we become sinners because of the sin of Adam and
Eve? Is sin genetically inherited? If so, how? Roman Catholics believe that every son and
daughter of Adam is born lost. In order for that condition to be rectified, he/she must be
baptized as a Roman Catholic. The term used to describe that condition is “original sin.” Is
“original sin” real? Which is more serious? The fact that we were born as sinners? Or the fact
that we vigorously sin ourselves? How does the death of Christ make us friends of God?

The good news, of course, is that God did not wait for us to do anything! He took action; and
because of His love for us, He sent His Son—-even while we were still sinners.

Read Romans 5:9. What does it mean to say, “We are justified by his blood” or “by His blood
we are now putright with God”? And whatis God’s anger or wrath? If we accept the idea that
“by His blood” is a reference to His death on Calvary, how has that impacted us? Does His
death take the place of our death? Does His life take the place of our life? Did we learn
anything through the life and death of Christ about God and whether or not He has told us
the truth about sin resulting in death? (Genesis 2:17; 3:1-4) Christ’s life and death show that
God told the truth and Satan lied about sin leading to death! Did Jesus die the death of the
sinner? How was God involved? Have we been transformed from the old sinful condition in
which we feared God and loved sin, into the new covenant condition in which we fear sin and
love God? Are we frightened that we might not be acceptable to God? How many things do
we do to try to make ourselves acceptable to God—to be saved?

How many things do we do every day and every week that we believe are primarily to make
us more acceptable to our friends and our fellow church members?

Read Romans 5:12. It was God’s original plan that we should live forever! But, our sin has
separated us from Him and from the tree of life. (Isaiah 59:2) And now, as a result, all of us
are dying. Is it because of Adam’s sin? Or our own sin?

Martin Luther, trained as a lawyer, interpreted the book of Romans as a legal explanation
of the plan of salvation. Most theologians from his day to ours have followed his example.
Theology has been filled with long Latin terms which have been given very complicated legal
meanings. Propitiation, expiation, justification, sanctification, etc. are thought to be the keys
to salvation. Salvation—also from a Latin word—is derived from the Greek word sozo meaning
“healing.” So, is our salvation based on a legal transaction—in which case it would not be truly
healing—or is it truly healing?

Read Romans 5:12-21. In this section Paul spelled out in somewhat complicated logic the
tragedies which resulted from Adam’s sin and the good news that resulted from Christ’s
righteousness. He notes first (Romans 5:13,14) that sin and death existed even before the
law was spelled out on Mount Sinai. While there was apparently no clear carefully-worded
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law for a person like Abraham to follow, nevertheless, Abraham kept God’s commandments.
(Genesis 26:5)

Does justification/pardon/forgiveness play a part in bringing peace? Have you ever been
forgiven very generously by someone and thereafter, been embarrassed to see that person
because you remember how you wronged him? Does God want us to be avoiding Him for
the rest of eternity because He so generously pardoned us? Mere forgiveness or pardon
does not necessarily bring peace.

Many Christians in our day regard justification almost as an entitlement to salvation! Itis true
that God gives it as a gift. But, we certainly do not deserve it. We are not entitled to it.

Romans 5 has been the subject of an incredible variety of interpretations and
understandings. It has been twisted to fit various theologian’s understandings of the plan of
salvation. It would be well for us to think of these words from Dr. E. J. Waggoner written in
1895 as an introduction to his study on the book of Romans.

In beginning this study it will be an encouragement to the reader if he will
remember that it is simply a letter written to the church in Rome. We can not
suppose that the congregation in Rome differed from the great body of
Christians in general, and of them we read that “not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.” 1 Cor. 1:26. The truest
followers of Jesus have always been among “the common people.” So in the
church in Rome there were doubtless shopkeepers, artisans, day laborers,
carpenters, gardeners, etc., and many servants in the families of wealthy
citizens, together with a few who might hold some position of rank. When we
consider that it was confidently expected that people of this sort would
understand the letter, we may be encouraged to believe that the same class
of people can understand it now. {Signs of the Times, October 17, 1895 EJW,
SITI 643.4}

While every Christian certainly prizes God'’s gift of salvation, Paul implied that for the serious
Christian, there are also things for us to do. The Bible suggests that we are saved by faith
but judged by works. (Acts 16:31; Ecclesiastes 12:13.14) How does that work? It certainly
cannot mean that you must have a PhD in theology to understand this letter that Paul wrote
to the ordinary people in the church at Rome.

All of mankind was condemned to live outside of the Garden of Eden by the one sin
committed by Adam and Eve. But, that sin was nothing compared to the mass of sins that
we as a race have added to that one original sin! But, God is prepared to set all of our sins
aside and welcome us into eternal life with Him if we will just look to Jesus, accept His grace
and His death on our behalf, believe His testimony about the Father, (John 16:25-27;
Revelation 12:17) and make a daily commitment to study to show ourselves approved unto
God. (2 Timothy 3:16,17)

By beholding, we become changed and transformed into the image of the One we worship
and admire. (GC 555) Pray that we may have an ever-improving, ever-clearer picture of the
one true God.
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